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Government-School Spending in Connecticut 
 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 

 
In recent decades, spending on Connecticut’s K-12 government-school system 
has exceeded both enrollment growth and increases in the Consumer Price Index. 
Adjusted to the purchasing power of today’s dollars, the state spent $3.43 billion 
on elementary and secondary education in 1981. Twenty years later, that figure 
had more than doubled, to $7.15 billion.1 Enrollment growth was less than 10 
percent.2 

 
Connecticut spends more, per pupil, on is K-12 government-school system than 
45 other states. Only New Jersey ($10,235), New York ($10,002), Vermont 
($9,915), and Wyoming ($9,439) rank higher than Connecticut ($9,188.)3 

 
The Nutmeg State’s effort to “equalize” K-12 education spending is commonly 
referred to as the Education Cost Sharing (ECS) program. In the current fiscal 
year, it will spend approximately $1.6 billion.4 
 
Connecticut’s large cities receive, on average, $5,980 per pupil in ECS funding. 
Suburban towns receive $1,381 per pupil. Over half of large cities’ government-
school spending is paid by state taxpayers. For suburban towns, the figure is less 
than 15 percent.5 

 
Teachers in Connecticut earn an average salary of $57,337, the highest among 
the states.6 
 
School-construction costs represent a substantial portion of the state’s highest-
in-the-nation bonded indebtedness. In 2002, 46 percent of Connecticut’s general-
obligation bonding was devoted to school construction.7 



 
 
 
The high-school dropout rate for Connecticut’s class of 2001 was approximately 
30 percent.8  
 
Connecticut’s average combined SAT score is only slightly higher than the 
national average. Between 1988 and 2003, the state’s average combined SAT 
score was essentially flat, rising by 1.48 percent.9 
 
GOVERNMENT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
 
Connecticut’s government colleges and universities cost 50 percent more to run, 
per pupil, than the national average. Among states, only Delaware’s system is 
more expensive.10 
 
Connecticut’s state-funded higher education system will spend over $2.3 billion 
in the current fiscal year. This does not include debt payments for the system’s 
building projects.11 
 
In 1999-2000, the most recent school year for which data are available, tuition 
and fees accounted for 18.8 percent of current-fund revenue for the state’s 
colleges and universities.12  

 
According to Connecticut Higher Education Commissioner Valerie F. Lewis, “fewer 
than half the students who start with us end up with a degree.” Over 60 percent 
of the Connecticut State University system’s freshmen do not earn their degrees 
within six years.13 

 
Almost 30 percent of the University of Connecticut’s students do not graduate in 
six years.14 
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